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From the composer:

The song-cycle Lead Life expresses deep regret at the growing loss of
mnocence i every world within our world. Each song thus reflects the same
mood — the awareness of this loss of innocence and the disappointment
involved. The poems were set, and are sung, in the original language in which

they were conceived.

The poets’ words reflect their individual aesthetic and spiritual world, woven
into the syntactical and acoustic structures of their mother tongue; and each

language is a cultural planet unto itself.

The striking of the composer’s stylistic characteristics to be found in this song-
cycle are: a world lacking in functionalism flowing towards mass-space-color-

exoticism, vocal effects, onomatopoeia, a theater of sound.

To sum up the mood of each song: The first is dramatic, the second — exotic,
the third — descriptive (somewhat impressionistic), the fourth — tragic, and the

fifth — theatrical (on the humorous side).

During 2001-2002 the songs were composed for voice and piano and were
commissioned for performance in a number of concerts, not as yet as a
complete song-cycle. Weltschmerz has been performed a number of times in
Germany (in the version for voice and piano). In 2005 the full version of the
cycle for soprano accompanied by an instrumental ensemble, was prepared,
commissioned by the “Mishkenot Shaananim” Music Center, Jerusalem. The
premiere performance took place on 21% March 2006 in a special concert, “Bat

Kol”, produced by the Center, with soloist Na’ama Nazrati.
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Two Family Songs
The first song:

I gave you an ancient
heart of gold

Lyrics: Sh. Shifra
Op. 61-a

I gave you an ancient
heart of gold

Phonetic Transcription

Natati lakh lev zahav ‘atik harut
bayad ve’at "afilu lo "amart
toda ‘ad shelo hizkarti lakh
eikh motse khen be ‘einayikh

halev sheli?

DY¥NNoVN DYIY Y
PUNID PYn

217 29 1Y M)

179Y W DN
61-a UIoIN

20t 29 49 M)

LYIN PPIY 2% 2D T SN
DION NJ ION INY T
T2 YDA KOV TY TN

TV N XD PN
1oYW 207

I GAVE YOU AN ANCIENT HEART OF GOLD

I gave you an ancient heart of gold engraved

by hand, and you didn’t even say

thank you until I reminded you
how do you like

my heart?

Translated by Gila Abrahamson
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The second song:
Nothing is as
it seems

Lyrics: Sh. Shifra
Op. 61-b

Family Idyll

Phonetic Transcription

Shum davar "eino ma shehu nir’e ma‘avirim
nargila mipe lefe "idilya

mishpahtit ‘al ha deshe, shlosha

dorot ma‘avirim "ahava

mipe lefe, shum davar "eino ma

shehu nir’e.

FAMILY IDYLL

DIV PYN

N7 IPRN 927 DWW
N9) YOV

N9Y W .00
61-b 99N

PHNOYN P TIN

D2y TN NITY 110 1PN 12T OW
TN N9Y NAN NN

YWY NYTH DY NNawn

N3N D20 MNT

ANAPN 3T DWW 719D NI

JINT) N

Nothing is as it seems they pass around

a narghile from mouth to mouth a family

idyll on the grass, three
generations pass around love
from mouth to mouth, nothing is

as it seems.

Translated by Gila Abrahamson
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(Sounds as written) op. 61-11 Lyrics: Sh. Shifra
Music: Tsippi Fleischer
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